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O bituary – John L. Burke, Captain USN (ret)

John L. Burke, Jr. was born in Portland Oregon, on August 30, 1920, one of 4
siblings. In his youth, John Jr. was an avid athlete, playing basketball and softball in

high school. He also attained the rank of Eagle Scout. In 1940 he matriculated at the

University of Oregon, but subsequently he received an appointment to attend the US
Naval Academy and entered the USNA class of 1944. In 1943, the Academy graduated

the class a year early, and John Jr. was sent to the Pacific Theater as an Ensign, serving
on the USS Renshaw, a Fletcher class destroyer. The Renshaw served in Micronesia

and helped sink a Japanese submarine in the waters near Leyte. In February, 1945, the

Renshaw was struck by a Japanese torpedo in the Mindanao Sea, and 19 lives were
lost. The remaining crew restored power and reduced flooding, and the ship was

temporarily repaired in the Philippines, returning to Tacoma, Washington for
permanent repairs.

After the war, John received an MS in Engineering at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in Troy,
New York, where he met and married Elizabeth Luby in 1948. They served tours of duty in Guam,

Boston, the Philippines, California, and Washington, DC. In 1964, John was made Commanding
Officer of the Pearl Harbor Public Works Center, a position he held until 1967.
Commencing in 1967, he served for a year in Saigon, and upon his return to the US he was

assigned for 2 years to the Philadelphia Naval Base as Commander in Chief of Naval Facilities
Engineering. Retiring from the Navy in 1971, Captain Burke was anxious to return to Honolulu,

and accepted an assignment with Sheraton as the Construction Superintendent for the Sheraton
Waikiki Hotel. Upon completion of the hotel, he left Sheraton for a position with the firm of
noted Honolulu structural engineer Alfred A Yee, with whom he worked for another 40 years.

Captain Burke loved Hawaii, and never wished to live anywhere else. He told the story that when
he landed in Honolulu in 1948 on the way to Guam, he remarked to himself that he would retire
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there. He lived in the Yacht Harbor Tower condominium from 1971, when it opened, until 2018,
and loved the views of Ala Moana Beach Park and Manoa Valley.

Captain Burke died of natural causes on Monday, May 6. Captain Burke was pre-deceased by his
first wife Elizabeth Luby Burke (1998), and his second wife, Louise Groner Burke (2015). Captain

Burke is survived by his daughter, Julie Stoll of Wenatchee, WA, and his sons, Bill Burke of Dallas,
TX, and Jack Burke of Waimanalo, HI, plus 8 grandchildren and 4 great-grandchildren. He will be
sorely missed.

Services will be held on July 11, 2019 at Hawaiian Memorial Park (Valley of the Temples).
Visitation begins at 9:30 am, followed by a prayer service at 10:00 am and a luncheon at 11:00.
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Visitation

Hawaiian Memorial Park Mortuary at Valley of

the Temples

47-200 Kahekili Highway, Kaneohe HI 96744

Service

Hawaiian Memorial Park Mortuary at Valley of

the Temples

47-200 Kahekili Highway, Kaneohe HI 96744

Burial

Hawaii State Veterans Cemetery

45-349 Kamehameha Highway, Kaneohe HI

96744
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Thursday, July 11, 2019

9:30 AM HST

Thursday, July 11, 2019

10:00 AM HST

Thursday, July 11, 2019

1:00 PM HST

PAGE 5 OF 10

https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=21.4291604,-157.8295351
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=21.4291604,-157.8295351
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=21.3922785,-157.7965413


Cemetery Details

Hawaii State Veterans Cemetery

45-349 Kamehameha Highway, Kaneohe HI

96744
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Mj Culvyhouse sent a virtual gift in honor of John.

Dearest Julie and Family,I am most disappointed I cannot attend your Dad's

services on July 11 as planned due to a newly scheduled medical appointment.I

have such wonderful memories of you from 1964-1965 Makalapa, and truly wanted

to see you again and extend my condolences in person.Please know I am thinking

of you, your family, and all those who hold Captain John dear.With love and aloha, Mary Jo

Leineweber Culvyhouse, Kaneohe (culvyhouse@gmail.com).

July 6 at 11:00 AM

SK Steph Karins shared 9 photos to the Grandpa Burke Photos album.

June 27 at 2:54 AM
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SK Steph Karins shared 9 photos to the Grandpa Burke Photos album. June 27 at 2:54 AM

Recent favorite photos of grandpa at our weddings
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring John by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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